
Help paying for college is  available from federal, state, college and university, private, and civic sources.  
To be considered for federal and most state financial aid, you must meet the following criteria:

•	 Fill	out	and	submit	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA).

•	Be	a	U.S.	citizen	or	eligible	non-citizen.

•	Have	a	valid	Social	Security	number.

•	Be	enrolled	at	least	half-time	in	an	eligible	program	and	working	toward	a	degree	or	certificate.

•	Have	a	high	school	diploma	or	General	Education	Development	Certificate	(GED)	or	pass	a	test	approved		
	 by	the	U.S.	Department	of	Education.

•	Make	satisfactory	academic	progress	in	your	college	or	university	program.

•	Register	for	Selective	Service,	required	only	for	males.

To receive state student aid from North Carolina, you also must:

•	Be	a	legal	resident	of	North	Carolina	for	tuition	purposes.

•	Attend	an	eligible	institution	in	North	Carolina.

•	Fill	out	any	state-required	applications,	which	includes	the	FAFSA.

A Federal Grant often used to pay for college is:

•	Pell	Grant

State grants and scholarships for North Carolinians attending a college or university in North Carolina include:

•	NC	Education	Lottery	Scholarship

•	NC	Community	College	Grant

•	UNC	Need-Based	Grant

•	NC		Need-Based	Scholarship

Education Loans

Consider	how	much	you	will	borrow	carefully	because,	unlike	most	scholarships	and	grants,	this	money	must	be	paid	
back.	Borrow	only	what	you	really	need.
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Student Loans

Even	if	a	parent	helps	you	apply	for	these	loans,	the	loans	are	made	to	you	–	and	you	are	responsible	for	paying	them	
back	with	interest.	

	 Federal	Loans	for	students	include:

	 	 -	 Federal	Perkins	Loan

	 	 -	 Federal	Direct	Stafford	Loan	(subsidized	and	unsubsidized)

	 	 -	 Federal	Direct	PLUS	Loan	for	graduate	or	professional	students

	 Federal	Loan	for	parents	
	 Sometimes	parents	get	an	education	loan	for	which	they	are	responsible	for	repaying	to	help	their	son	or	daughter.

	 	 -	 Federal	Direct	PLUS	Loan	for	parents,	available	for	cost	of	attendance	less	financial	aid	the	student	will		
	 	 	 receive.	Must	have	good	credit.		

	 Private	Loans	from	banks	or	other	lenders	are	also	available	for	students	or	parents.			
	 But	you	should	compare	the	rates	and	terms	of	these	loans	with	those	for	federal	loans		–	and	always	apply		
	 for	federal	loans	first.	

Employment

If	you	work,	it’s	important	to	find	the	right	balance	of	work	and	academics.		

	 •	On-campus Work 
  Colleges	typically	offer	“work-study”	as	a	campus	job	that	is	part	of	a	financial	aid	award.		
	 	 Work-study	can	benefit	you	by:

	 	 -	Making	transportation	easier	–	you’re	probably	on	campus	anyway.

	 	 -	Better	scheduling	–	your	supervisor	understands	you	are	a	student.

	 	 -	Offering	experience	in	your	field	–	you	might	get	a	job	related	to	your	academic	major.

	 •	Off-campus	Work 
  Employers	in	a	college	area	are	usually	eager	to	hire	college	students	for	part-time	work.			
	 	 Pay	may	be	higher	than	an	on-campus	job,	but	you	also	should	consider:

	 	 -	What	will	transportation	cost	you	in	time	and	money?

	 	 -	Will	your	work	schedule	fit	your	class	and	study	schedule?

	 	 -	Whether	you	have	the	time	management	skills	to	make	it	work.

Get	details	on	these	state	programs	and	other	aid	programs,	including	career-specific	scholarships,	at	CFNC.org	or	
866-866-CFNC.	Your	school	counselor	and	your	college	financial	aid	office	also	offer	free	information	on	financial	aid.

To	apply	for	financial	aid,	complete	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	at	www.FAFSA.gov.
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