
Grants and scholarships are available from federal, state, college and university, private, and civic sources.

To be considered for federal and most state financial aid, you must meet the following criteria:

• Fill out and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

• Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.

• Have a valid Social Security number.

• Be enrolled at least half-time in an eligible program and working toward a degree or certificate.

• Have a high school diploma or General Education Development Certificate (GED) or pass a test approved by the
 U.S. Department of Education.

• Make satisfactory academic progress in your college or university program.

• Register for Selective Service, required only for males.

To receive state student aid from North Carolina, you also must:

• Be a legal resident of North Carolina for tuition purposes.

• Attend an eligible institution in North Carolina.

• Fill out any state-required applications, which includes the FAFSA.

Federal Grants include:

• Pell Grant

• Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant

• Academic Competitiveness Grant

• SMART Grant

State grants and scholarships for North Carolinians attending a college or university in North Carolina include:

• NC Education Lottery Scholarship

• NC Community College Grant

• UNC Need-Based Grant

• NC Legislative Tuition Grant

• State Contractual Scholarship Fund

Get details on these state programs and other aid programs, including career-specific scholarships, at CFNC.org or 
866-866-CFNC.  Your school counselor and your college financial aid office also offer free information on financial aid.

To apply for financial aid, complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.FAFSA.gov.
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