
College costs to expect (the total is also known as your “Cost of Attendance”):

• Tuition and Fees 

 - What you pay the college or university to attend classes, use campus services and access campus activities.

 - Tuition is lower at public institutions since the state subsidizes in-state residents; other costs are much the
  same at either public or private colleges.

• Books, Computer, Supplies 

 - At some colleges, you buy books and, at others, you rent them.  

 - A personal computer may or may not be required. If required, the college may provide it, or you may 
  have to buy it yourself.   

 - You may have to buy supplies for certain classes. For example, an art course requires items not 
  needed for a biology class.

• Room and Board

 - Housing and food costs

 - Cost depends on where you live.

   - On-campus (dormitory and campus meal plan)

   - At home (with parents or family)

   - Off-campus (rent, utilities, groceries, eating out) 

• Transportation

 - Cost depends on how far from home you attend college and how often you go home or whether 
  you commute every day.

• Personal and Miscellaneous Expenses

 - Money for miscellaneous personal items and expenses such as toothpaste, shampoo, 
  laundry detergent, movies, etc.

The Cost of Attendance varies among colleges, with most of the difference in tuition and fees.  Don’t let cost scare 
you or make you stop considering a particular college; financial aid may offset the cost for many families.  

Paying for college is a responsibility that a student, family, state, college or university, federal government, and 
private sources may share.  Usually your share is made up of a combination of savings, current income, 
and possibly loans.

For more free information on financial aid, contact your school counselor, your college financial aid office, 
or College Foundation of North Carolina at CFNC.org or 866-866-CFNC.  

FAQs about Financial Aid
About College Costs Highlights (Video 1)




