
Calling All Athletes 

 

Do you have dreams of being a superstar in the NBA? Before you trade your text books 

for athletic equipment, consider these facts. There are about 550,000 high school 

basketball players in the United States. Out of that number, about 50 make it to an NBA 

team. The odds of a high-school basketball player making it to the pros are only about 

10,000 to 1.  

 

In light of these realities, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) suggests 

that student-athletes focus on the academic opportunities and support offered by 

prospective colleges and universities. Ask questions about the graduation rate for the 

athletes in your sport.  

 

Another aspect of college athletics that you should be aware of during high school is 

eligibility requirements. In order to participate in athletics at a Division I college or 

university, you must meet the NCAA’s academic eligibility requirements. These are 

based on high school courses completed, grades, and SAT/ACT scores. Specific 

information about the academic requirements and more guidelines for student-athletes are 

available on the NCAA web site, www.ncaa.org.  

 

This article is provided by the College Foundation of North Carolina, helping you plan, 

apply and pay for college.  Visit our website at CFNC.org or call toll-free 1-866-866-

CFNC. 
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