
O VER  300 A SHEBORO  FRESHMEN  VISIT  A  COLLEGE 

CAMPUS  IN  NOVEMBER  

By Atiya Ragin , Statesville Middle School, grade 8 

On October 2, 2009, I was one of two students at my middle 
school to get the opportunity to be a part of the College Ad-
venture Weekend at Appalachian State University (ASU).  On 
the way there I began to think about what it may be like ð if I 
would learn something, if this weekend would give me a better 
view of college, or would it be like another day of school just 
in another place.  I was also afraid to meet other people. 

During my stay at ASU, I learned a lot from the Diversity Scholars ð Malia, Glen, 
Charlene, and Ivan ð and had fun.  I learned that just because I donõt have a lot of 
money to pay for college, I can still go.  There are scholarships, financial aid, loans, 
and lots of other things that will help me pay for college.  I learned to be confident 
about going to college.  I learned that you can have a college schedule that fits in with 
your work schedule or any other thing that is important that you do daily.  I learned 
to be a leader and not to sink in to peer pressure. 

Thanks to ASUõs Diversity Scholars I am now confident and determined to get to and 

through college and no one or nothing can stop me.  No education provokes not 

being able to afford things that I want and need.  Why suffer when you have the 

opportunity to prosper.  Trying to make a good future, setting goals, and trying to 

achieve them is wise, and wisdom magnifies itself.  Be wise!   
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By Tylika M. Daniels (future college graduate)     
Statesville Middle School, grade 8 

In October,  I took a trip to Appalachian State University 
(ASU).  Before I got there I asked myself why am I going and I 
know I donõt have enough money to make it at all so what is the 
point? 

Once I arrived to get on the bus I saw other kids I had never 
seen before.  My stomach started churning.  Right then and there I wanted to turn 
around and give up.  Then we arrived on campus.  The same kids I was afraid of 
started talking to me and quickly I made new friends.  

The first day we ate on campus.  The next couple of days we ate at our cabins.  I 
liked the food A LOT! They did a way better job than I would have. 

The last day was the day that really caught my attention.  I remembered myself 

saying I wanted to be a doctor all through elementary school.  My middle school days 

came and things changed.  Today my whole outlook on college changed.  It actually 

surprised me how much money I would have to pay just for my books!  I had to look 

at the bigger picture and my future.  I realized that it is not all about the money.   It 

is about if you want something really badly you will go for it no matter who or what 

is in your way.  Thank you ASU for changing my mind about going to college. 
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By April Thompson , GEAR UP Coordinator, Asheboro City 
Schools 

During the week of November 9-13, over 300 freshmen at Asheboro High 
School (AHS) had the opportunity to visit one of eight colleges as a part of the 
GEAR UP and Comet Connection Classes.  The students prepared questions 
to ask of current students, professors, and college admission counselors.  AHS 
students commented that they understand the importance of maintaining good 
grades, taking challenging courses, and exploring different colleges to find the 
right òfitó to support their academic needs.   

Students explored the campuses of Pfeiffer University, North Carolina Agri-
cultural and Technical State University, Johnson and Wales University, UNC 
Chapel Hill, Elon University, Wake Forest University, North Carolina State 
University, and UNC School of the Arts.  Each class was responsible for 
creating multi-media presentations to share their experience on campus with 
other students.  

(Photo to the left) Mike Smith and Jordan conducting an experiment at NC State Uni-
versity 

ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL 

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

SUMMER ENRICHMENT:                                                                         

THE SHELTON CHALLENGE FIRST YEAR AND  TAKE II PROGRAMS!                  
Are you interested in developing what it takes to be a leader?  Have a week this summer to stay on campus at NCSU? Ask your coordina-
tor for applications and more information.  Also, you will  need two people familiar with your academics and leadership to complete 
letters of reference. The FIRST YEAR PROGRAM is July 11-15 or July 25-30 and the TAKE II PROGRAM is July 25-30.  GEAR UP NC 

will sponsor up to 40 students total. Start early!  Applications due to GEAR UP NC from coordinators by March 15.   
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R OLL  CALL ! 

 
"I had a great time! I was a little nervous at first but I'm so glad that I went! It was great 
meeting other students and I loved playing football! We learned a lot about doing college 
stuff online and looking up different colleges." 

- Jacquell Stewart, Newton -Conover Middle School  

 
"We had so much fun and we learned a whole lot!" 

- Alexandra Coulter, Newton -Conover Middle School  

 
"Saturday was really fun! I also learned a lot of about different college things. The activities 
were fun!" 

- Hannah Starnes, Newton -Conover Middle School  

 
"At first I really didn't want to go because I had made plans to go to the Appalachian State 
game and hang with my friends, but I am glad I did. I learned a lot and had a lot of fun!" 

- Thomas Corpening, Newton -Conover Middle School  

B EAUFORT  COUNTY  STUDENTS  CELEBRATE  N ATIONAL  GEAR UP D AY :  

BENEFIT  LOCAL  LITERACY  ORGANIZATION   

By Chynna Bonner , GEAR UP Coordinator, Beaufort County Schools 

In commemoration of 10 years of successful GEAR UP programs, September 18, 2009 was designated National 

GEAR UP Day.  PS Jones in Beaufort County joined thousands of GEAR UP colleagues and over 1.5 million 

GEAR UP students in celebrating one of our nation's most successful college access programs.  On National GEAR 

UP Day, the students and staff of PS Jones showcased their alma mater with pride, and it was really nice to see.  

Additionally, the students and staff made a college access chain to proclaim that "Education is our link to the fu-

ture!"  Many students and staff purchased a link for only 50 cents during their lunch period and became a part of 

history.  During our Annual GEAR UP Pledge Ceremony on October 2, all proceeds were donated to Literacy 

Volunteers of Beaufort County, a program that provides literacy services free of charge to Beaufort County resi-

dents.  Mrs. Debbie Cook, Director, was present to receive the check and offered a caution to the GEAR UP stu-

dents to do well in school so that they will not need her services as an adult.    Mrs. Catherine Glover, Executive 

Director of the Washington-Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce, was the guest speaker for the event and 

echoed Mrs. Cookõs sentiments.  Mrs. Glover told the 8th grade class to take the GEAR UP Pledge seriously so they 

would be successful in whatever field they choose to pursue.   

College Adventure Weekend                                                                              
Appalachian State University, Camp Broadstone 

Jasime Battle, grade 8, at PS Jones in Beaufort County writes 
her name, career goal, and what she aspires to be someday as 
part of the òEducation is our link to the future!ó  

By Chou Khang , Newton-Conover Middle School, grade 8 

The days I spent at College Adventure Weekend were fun.  I learned a lot about Appalachian State 
University.  I received tours from Glen, Ivan, and Malia.  My group leader was Glen in Group #1.  
We toured the post office, meeting places, and the student union.  

Overall, I learned a lot about college and what I needed to do to get into a college of my choice.  I 
also learned that there are various opportunities to get involved in social clubs and organizations 
while in college.  ASU has about 300 clubs and organizations.  The library has about 15,000 books, 
which I thought was pretty amazing.   

We learned so much more that I cannot even begin to recall it all at once.  I had a great time and I 
hope I get the opportunity to attend again next year.   

                               

GEAR UP 8th graders at Appalachian State Universityõs College Adventure Weekend located at Camp 
Broadstone in Banner Elk, North Carolina.  

GEAR UP students participate in a trust fall team-building activity during 
College Adventure Weekend at ASUõs Camp Broadstone this  past October.  

Daisy Vasquez Cleveland 

Donte Poston Cleveland 

�:���[�Y�µ���Ç�o���v���t�}�}���Œ�µ�(�( Cleveland 

Jorlandro Hopper Cleveland 

Miguel Lopez Cleveland 

Rashawn Petty Cleveland 

Alyssa Miller Cleveland  

Breyasia Hartgrove Cleveland  

Courtney Brooks Cleveland  

Courtney Bagwell Hyde 

Dustin Eaton Hyde 

Erica Johnson Hyde 

Kajai Fonville Hyde 

Patricia Harrison Hyde 

Sundai Mann Hyde 

Atiya Ragin Iredell-Statesville 

Tylika Daniels Iredell-Statesville 

Aleesta Clodfelter Lexington 

Alexander Leng Lexington 

Amber Tadlock Lexington 

Bradley Drewitt Lexington 

Devon Lyons Lexington 

Getsemani Monsalvo Lexington 

Jalain Charles Lexington 

Jose  Rocha Lexington 

Tyler Trivett Lexington 

Alexandra Coulter Newton-Conover 

Chona Khang Newton-Conover 

Hannah Starnes Newton-Conover 

Jaquell Stewart Newton-Conover 

Thomas Corpening Newton-Conover 

Eric Green Weldon City 

Ihsaana Brown Weldon City 

Jovan Hunter-Flemming Weldon City 

Shandrea Williams Weldon City 

Shaquanda Williams Weldon City 

William Myers Weldon City 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Camp Broadstone, the host of ASUõs 

College Adventure Weekend, and recipient of the 2009 Eleanor P. Eells 

Award for Program Excellence from the American Camp Association.  The 

award is given to programs that encourage the development of creative re-

sponses to societal programs and promote the positive contributions the camp 

makes to the well-being of individuals and society.  Way to go! 
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