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ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL 

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

(Right) Granville 
County students 
conduct a hands-
on activity using 
micropipettes 
with instruction 
from NCCUõs 
Betty Brown. 
(Below) Grand-
ville County 8th 
grade students 
attend a GEAR 
UP Day at 
NCCUõs BRITE 
Futures Center. 

GEAR UP D AYS  HIGHLIGHT  N ORTH  CAROLINA  CENTRAL  U NIVERSITY õS BRITE 

FUTURES  CENTERñSTUDENTS  L EARN  ABOUT  B IOTECHNOLOGY    

STUDENT VOICES: M Y  V ISIT  TO  PEACE COLLEGE 

By Jennifer Littlejohn , Johnston County Schools, grade 9 

Are you the type who wants to go to college, but wants to work in a smaller atmosphere?  If so, then Peace 
College is perfect for you!  On my visit to the campus, I noticed it was a very tightly structured school.  Peace 
is an all-girls school, open to any female who has excelled in leadership, academics, and volunteer work.  It is 
also Presbyterian, but open to female students of all religions.  Class sizes are approximately fourteen people, 
academics are widely ranged, study abroad programs are offered, and there are a lot of volunteer opportunities. 

I learned on my visit that when you enroll at Peace, you are required to take physical education classes.  They 
have a variety including swimming, badminton, and dance.  You are also required to intern during a semester 
before you graduate.  This gives you a stable knowledge of work in the field you are studying and might even be 
an opportunity for a steady job when you graduate.  I find that this is beneficial not only in providing you with 
work experience, but also in strengthening your work habits. Study abroad programs, I thought, was the best 
part.  You travel, which is my favorite thing to do, while studying the field you are interested in. 

The people and instructors I met at Peace were eager to help their students meet their goals.  Teachers and 
students use the same dining halls and facilities which helps build a stronger bond.  People at Peace are close-
knit and willing to help each other.  While talking to the coordinator of the study abroad programs, I noticed 
one thing I truly admired; the people at Peace believe that THE SKY IS THE LIMIT and they are willing to help 
you reach your goal, no matter how far fetched it may seem. Peace is big on work hard, play harder.  Many 
festivities are hosted to get students into the school spirit, which truly works.                 (Continued on page 2)   

By Connie Ragland , GEAR UP Coordinator, Granville County Schools  

On Tuesday, March 2, 2010, 8th grade students from Northern Granville Middle 
School attended the GEAR UP Day at North Carolina Central University (NCCU) 
hosted by the BRITE Futures program.  NCCU  is home to one of the newest and 
most innovative biotechnology educational initiatives in the country and the only for-
mal biotech degree program offered by a North Carolina University. The Universityõs 
Biomanufacturing Research Institute and Technology Enterprise (BRITE) is creating a 
pool of incredibly well-trained students ready to excel in biotechnology and biomanu-
facturing workplaces upon graduation. Students follow a curriculum developed in 
conjunction with premiere biotech companies, participate in hands-on research, and 
receive career counseling ñ all designed to create the leaders in the next wave of 
amazing biotech discoveries.   

Students from Granville County were selected to participate in the GEAR UP Day 
event based on their academic performance and interest in the sciences.  A total of 20 
students, the school guidance counselor Rojulynne Fike, parent Shannon West, and 
GEAR UP Coordinator Connie Ragland chaperoned.  Upon arrival on campus, stu-
dents attended an information session conducted by Brandon Jones from the Admis-
sions Office.  Mr. Jones gave an overview of the admission process, and held a ques-
tion and answer session.   The students were very engaged and did an exceptional job 
of asking appropriate questions.  After the admission overview, students toured the 
BRITE facility and listened to presentations by several of the chemists, professors, and 
other students and researchers.  At the end of the tour, students were taken into a lab 
and participated in hands on experiments led by Education Outreach Coordinator, Ms. 
Betty Brown.   The culmination of the program included lunch in the new, state of the 
art cafeteria and a walking tour of the campus.   

GEAR UP students from Johnston, Wayne, and Craven counties also attended the NCCU GEAR 
UP Day hosted by the BRITE Futures program.   



(Above) Craven County students at the North Carolina Central University GEAR UP Day 
in front of the BRITE Center.  BRITE is housed in a $20.1 million facility on the campus 
of NCCU and features 21,000 square feet of classroom and office space, as well as, 
31,000 square feet of laboratory space for faculty and students to conduct applied research 
in areas related to biomanufacturing and biotechnology. 
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(Continued from Page 1)    STUDENT VOICES: My Visit to Peace College  

The students at Peace are uplifting and they strive to succeed, which is very important to make it in the world, whether it be in school or your career.  If 
you are looking for a family atmosphere in a school, then Peace is most definitely your best bet. There are so many wonderful things offered at Peace, you 
wonõt believe me until you see for yourself.  I feel that Peace College is very powerful and any girl that decides to go has made a wise decision.  I had an 
amazing visit and am glad I went!   Jennifer was part of a GEAR UP visit to Peace College from Johnston County Schools.  

I REDELL -STATESVILLE  HOSTS òCOLLEGE R EADINESS I NSTITUTE ó GEARED  TOWARD  PARENTS  

Andrew Vann Johnston 

Brandine Williams Johnston 

Brianna Leagan Johnston 

Carlos Fuentes Johnston 

Brianna George Johnston 

Curdija Toodle Johnston 

Damieshia Mclean Johnston 

Daneshia Vasquez Johnston 

Dominick Mcfarland Johnston 

Dominique Buttler Johnston 

Dustin Crocket Johnston 

Dylan Nowak Johnston 

Emilio Spells Johnston 

Frankie Guo Johnston 

Gloria Juarez Johnston 

James Mellon Johnston 

Jerry Wilson Johnston 

Keny Pavon Johnston 

Lamale Williams Johnston 

Lovely Leake Johnston 

Marquise Joyner Johnston 

Morgan Thorne Johnston 

Norma Rodriguez Johnston 

Samantha Bledsoe Johnston 

Shania Sanders Johnston 

Ashley Lewis Wayne 

Chandler Evans Wayne 

Chanika Davis Wayne 

Diamond Ferrer Wayne 

Duane Mills Wayne 

Fonza Damon Wayne 

Hadiyyah Lewis Wayne 

Isaiah Marshburne Wayne 

Jasmine Wise Wayne 

Jaylen Baker Wayne 

Latifah Jackson Wayne 

Mahogany Perkins Wayne 

Mariah Perkins Wayne 

Markis Williams Wayne 

Maurice Jacobs Wayne 

Nathaniel Rouse Wayne 

Nicholas Wiley Wayne 

Pascalle Adams Wayne 

Shakeema Jones Wayne 

Shantia George Wayne 

Tyquan Smith Wayne 

Zyaira Boyd Wayne 

Ainha Derry Granville 

Brooke Wheeler Granville 

Caroline Joyner Granville 

Casey West Granville 

Clayton Burrus Granville 

Darian Boyd Granville 

Georkayl Strong Granville 

Graciela Rodriguez Granville 

Jakayla Thorpe Granville 

Joshua Morris Granville 

By Joann Graham , GEAR UP Coordinator, Iredell-Statesville Schools  

Parents and students were welcomed to the first Statesville High School College 
Readiness Institute on February 16, 2010 by Mr. Larry Rogers, Principal. The 
Institute is designed to expose students and parents to various topics that will help 
them get ready for the college experience.  Mr. Rogers stated that, òThe College 
Readiness Program provides the opportunity for students and parents to investi-
gate colleges and gain valuable knowledge.ó 

The Counseling Center, led by Sonya Lewis, presented at the òAcademic Prepara-
tion,ó òCFNC and Financial Aid,ó and òTestingó sessions.  Michael Lane, Western 
Regional Director GEAR UP North Carolina, spoke to students and parents on 
the topic òAthletes Preparing for College.ó Parents and students have been active 
participants in each session. 

Other activities include: April 19ñCollege Fair (Statesville High School), April 26ñPresenter: Kenston Griffin, Dream Builders CEO, Topic: òCollege Is 
Within Your Childõs Reach,ó and May 25ñCulmination Activities. 

PARENT VOICES:                                     

òThe College Readiness Academy has been very helpful to my fam-
ily.  We have one daughter in the 9th grade and one in the 11th 
grade, so we are right in the middle of getting ready for the applica-
tion process this fall.  Ms. Joann Graham has done a wonderful job 
of bringing together the administration and counseling staff of 
Statesville High School to present this most crucial information to 
parents and students. Thank you, GEAR UP!ó   

 - Mamie Houston,  Parent, Iredell -Statesville Schools  

Julian Alvarado Granville 

KaDarrian Hamilton Granville 

Karen Bello Granville 

Katelin Humphries Granville 

Malik Williams Granville 

Patric Mason Granville 

Thomas Franklin Granville 

Tyrek Beverly Granville 

Wilma Wearing Granville 

Zachary Watkins Granville 

Alvarez Rodgers Craven 

Deanna Williams Craven 

Demetres Abrams Craven 

Elizabeth Prince Craven 

Howard Beckwith Craven 

Joseph Sparg Craven 

Joshua Bunn Craven 

Joshua Culbertson Craven 

Joshua Wells Craven 

Kyle Cunningham Craven 

Lauren Birchfield Craven 

Leondra Davey Craven 

Mariely Gallardo Craven 

Matthew Lillis Craven 

Megan Campbell Craven 

Nadia Lewis Craven 

Nicole Freeman Craven 

Priscilla Baker Craven 

Reginld Hart Craven 

Robin Sutton Craven 

Tichina Willis Craven 

Tyasia Gatling Craven 

Tyran Speed Craven 

Yasmine Oliver Craven 

Zahiar Cherry Craven 

Thank you 
to Ms. 
Betty 
Brown at 
the BRITE 
Futures 
Center for 
all your 
coordination 
and support! 



R OLL  CALL ! FIRST  EVER GEAR UP D AY  AT  LENOIR -R HYNE  U NIVERSITY   

(Above )  GEAR UP students visit Lenoir-Rhyne Universityõs GEAR UP Day 
and participate in rotation sessions in different rooms in the Universityõs 
Cromer Center.  (Right) GEAR UP students from Hill Arts Magnet Middle 
School in Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools toured  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University and called the tour fun, informative, and educational!  
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On March 5, 2010, a total of 90 GEAR UP 8th and 9th graders from five school districts visited Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, North Carolina 
for the Universityõs first ever GEAR UP Day.  The program included presentations from the 
College of Professional and Mathematical Studies, College of Education and Human Services, 

the College of Health Sci-
ences, and the College of 
Arts and Sciences.  Students 
also rotated through  ses-
sions on Success in College, 
Getting into College, The 
College Experience, Study 
Abroad, and Career and 
Personal Development.  To 
wrap up this exciting oppor-
tunity, students ate in the 
campus Cromer Center and 
toured the campus.    

Breyasia Hartgrove Cleveland 

Courtney Brooks Cleveland 

Dahun Huskey Cleveland 

Danielle Marble Cleveland 

India Carson Cleveland 

Jacob Smith Cleveland 

Jatalious Jones Cleveland 

Kadarah Wimbush Cleveland 

Lorena Cardenas Cleveland 

Lyric Ussery  Cleveland 

Makayla Cooper Cleveland 

Malik McDaniel Cleveland 

Matineous Hopper Cleveland 

Raquaha Wimbush Cleveland 

Raquan Washington Cleveland 

Shadiah Watkins Cleveland 

Shaft Jennings Cleveland 

Taequan Sanfrod Cleveland 

Abigal Pacheco Gaston 

Bradley Wilson Gaston 

Carly Cureton Gaston 

Cassidy Deal Gaston 

Christina Holt Gaston 

Dakota Whisnant Gaston 

Daniel Yarbrough Gaston 

David Garrett Gaston 

Davis Gibby Gaston 

Destiny Freeman Gaston 

Jackie Bates Gaston 

Jesse Croft Gaston 

Kara Bowen Gaston 

Katie Parker Gaston 

Matthew Herman Gaston 

Melissa Billings Gaston 

Olga Pedroza Gaston 

Rikki Bradley Gaston 

Zachary Spencer Gaston Alex Elgin Rutherford 

Cari Greene Rutherford 

Carolyn Gonzales Rutherford 

Colten Costa Rutherford 

Damon Roberts Rutherford 

Erica Saubert Rutherford 

Gileah Black Rutherford 

Hannah Wright Rutherford 

Hunter Weatherford Rutherford 

Jake Melton Rutherford 

Jeffery Ramsey Rutherford 

Mathew Robinson Rutherford 

Mckenzie Morrow Rutherford 

Megan Dobbins Rutherford 

Morgan Lovelace Rutherford 

Rebekah Hensley Rutherford 

Ryan O'Shall Rutherford 

Samantha Shaffer Rutherford 

Sthefany Flores Rutherford 

Victoria Craig Rutherford 

Aiyana Byers Iredell-Statesville 

Atiya Ragin Iredell-Statesville 

Brittany Williams Iredell-Statesville 

Christelle Jean-Gilles Iredell-Statesville 

Jakayla Russell Iredell-Statesville 

Jasmine Summers Iredell-Statesville 

Juanniqua Summers Iredell-Statesville 

Katherine Santana Iredell-Statesville 

Keara Stokes Iredell-Statesville 

Kellie Smyre Iredell-Statesville 

Laekesha Holmes Iredell-Statesville 

Lorena Solis Iredell-Statesville 

Sermon Harrison Iredell-Statesville 

T'Keyah Gentry Iredell-Statesville 

Tylika Daniels Iredell-Statesville 

Alisha House Winston-Salem 

Amairane Zamora Winston-Salem 

Amirah Dobson Winston-Salem 

Desenti Penn Winston-Salem 

Deshawn McLean Winston-Salem 

Eric Chacon-Ramirez Winston-Salem 

Gabriela Vargas Ruiz Winston-Salem 

Iris Sandoval Winston-Salem 

Jahli Henry Winston-Salem 

Janelle Ford Winston-Salem 

Jesse Wilson III Winston-Salem 

Marco Rodriguez Winston-Salem 

Shaneshia Scales Winston-Salem 

Tamira Carter Winston-Salem 

Tyquashia Tolliver Winston-Salem 

Zi Pena Alford Winston-Salem 

CAREER  CONNECTIONS : O PPORTUNITIES  WITH  THE  M OUNTAIN  A REA  H EALTH  

EDUCATION  CENTER  (MAHEC), UNC -CHAPEL  H ILL  & NC A&T  

June 13-19, 2010, MAHEC, Mission Hospitals, and the University of North Carolina Asheville (UNCA) are hosting the Spring into Wellness 
Camp at UNC Asheville for rising 9th grade students in Graham and Rutherford counties only.  This one week residential summer camp for 30 
students will be housed on the campus of UNCA.  Camp activities will provide a fun and engaging way to explore health and wellness, personal 
growth, character development, and career preparation.  Students will also experience activities using the computer lab, CPR certification, exposure 
and awareness of careers in healthcare, and other fun activities.  An application is required and can be accessed at: www.SpringIntoWellness.org or 
from your GEAR UP coordinator.  There is a $10 application fee (refunded if not selected) and the application deadline is April 30, 2010.   
 
June 15, 2010, UNC-Chapel Hill is hosting The Carolina Pharmacy Leadership, Excellence, and Development (LEAD) program. This 
one-day preparatory and professional development program is geared toward underserved and underrepresented students who are interested in 
exploring a career in pharmacy and learning how to be competitive in the pharmacy-school admission process.  Those admitted to the program will 
be exposed to and explore career opportunities, meet and build relationships with leaders in the profession, and learn how to improve their perform-
ance on admission tests and how to be a successful applicant through professional development and leadership activities.  For more information and 
to apply, see your GEAR UP coordinator or go to http://pharmacy.unc.edu/programs/the-pharmd/lead-program/lead-program/.  The applica-
tion deadline is April 30, 2010.  
 
July 18-23, 2010, North Carolina A&T State Universityõs School of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences is hosting a Food and Agribusiness 
Industries Summer Program for rising juniors and seniors interested in business, science, and math.  This one-week residential program will 
expose students to careers in the food and agribusiness industry, one of the fastest growing career groups in the country.  Only ten students will be 
selected for this prestigious program.  Additionally, students participating in the program will receive a $250 stipend.  Students must submit an ap-
plication, their official transcript, a 200 word essay, and two recommendation letters by April 30, 2010.  To access the application, go to 
www.ag.ncat.edu or from your GEAR UP coordinator.  


